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Wily Scholars are promising students who are experiencing life challenges such 
as homelessness or foster care, or whose parents may be deceased, dealing 
with addiction, mental health issues, or incarceration.

Our Mission
•  Wily works to ensure Scholars have the tools and networks necessary to thrive 

in four-year residential colleges.

•  Wily strives to empower Scholars to transition successfully into post-college 
life and become vibrant members of their communities.

The Wily Network provides a critical safety net for these Scholars as they 
navigate college on their own. The Wily program offers weekly clinical coaching, 
financial assistance, community-building support, and networking opportunities 
to help them move from surviving to thriving.
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to our celebration of you, as Wily Shines a Light on Gratitude. 
Tonight, as we celebrate five successful years, we also look forward to the 
seasons ahead, to greeting new Scholars, celebrating graduations, and 
watching with pride as Wily graduates find their way in post-college life. 

Lighthouses may appear to be isolated statues overlooking a vast ocean,  
but they are truly symbols of community. Lighthouses shine a bright, wide 
and strong light to help us find our way—and each other—in the dark. Today, 
tomorrow and always, we each have the opportunity to be a lighthouse, to 
bring people into our community, and light the path for those who need us 
most. Through a year marked by a global pandemic, economic disruption, 
and renewed determination in the fight for racial equity, your light has 
propelled us forward. 

For those of you who are new to Wily, welcome. We look forward to getting to 
know you and walking in your light! 

Enjoy tonight’s program, filled with music and stories from heroes who truly 
understand the value of our Scholars and the work we do to support them.  
Thank you for listening, for caring—and for shining your light: without it, there 
would be no Wily.

Forever grateful,

Judi Alperin King 
Founder and Executive Director

“I feel that we’re all lighthouses, and my job is to shine my light as 
brightly as I can to the darkness.”

— Jim Carrey, ActorShine the Light

“If you open your eyes very wide and look around you  
carefully, you will always see a lighthouse which will lead you  
to the right path!”

— Mehmet Murat íldan, Author

Cel
ebrating

5 YEARS

3



Welcome to Wily Shines a Light on Gratitude. Tonight, we thank our 2020 
supporters, celebrate our 5th anniversary and the strength and success of Wily 
Scholars, and introduce new friends to the Wily Network.

Relax as the evening unfolds with music and conversations led by our host, 
Meghan Irons, reporter for the Boston Globe’s Great Divide and lead writer for 
the Globe’s The Valedictorians Project.

PROGRAM
Dear Wily Scholars
Katherine DePasquale Be the Light Co-Chair

Stories & Connections 
Meghan Irons Education Reporter, Boston Globe 
Judi Alperin King Founder and Executive Director, The Wily Network

“This is Me” performed by Jennifer Ese, Worship Leader  
at Jubilee Christian Church, Boston

Scholar Perspective on the College Experience
Olivia Miller Wily Scholar alumna

“Lean on Me” performed by Abigail vanLuling, Rocket Pitches  
a cappella group, Babson College

What is Your Greatness?
Maddy Day  Child Welfare and Education Consultant

An Unlikely Journey from the Orphanage to the Boardroom
Ed Hajim  Chairman, HighVista Strategies, and author, On the Road Less  

Traveled: An Unlikely Journey from the Orphanage to the Boardroom

“Stand By Me” performed by Linnea Nordgren and Dan Costello, Boston 
natives who met while playing in a band in high school. They currently live in 
Brooklyn, NY and continue to play music together.

The Importance of Being a Lighthouse
Steve Pemberton  Wily advisory council member and author,  

A Chance in the World
Why Wily
Michael Julian  Wily board member and AVP, Healthgrades

Katherine DePasquale, Be the Light Co-Chair  
Katherine is a Phi Beta Kappa, magna cum laude graduate 
of Temple University. She previously ran the American 
marketing and business development efforts of the 6th-
largest law firm in the world. Katherine is a life-long 
volunteer, with experience in everything from staffing 
domestic violence hotlines to serving as a guardian ad 
litem for kids in the New York City court system. She previously served on the 
board of directors of Getting Out and Staying Out, working to help young men 
transition from the Rikers Island prison complex to a stable life outside the 
criminal justice system. Katherine lives in Cambridge with her husband and son.

Meghan Irons 
Meghan is an education reporter who covers race, class and 
opportunity for The Boston Globe’s Great Divide team. She 
was a lead reporter on the Globe’s Valedictorians Project, 
which was a finalist for the 2020 Pulitzer Prize. Due to the 
success of the project, the Globe received a grant from 
the Barr Foundation and created the Great Divide team. 
Meghan has spent 18 of her 30 years as a journalist at the 

Globe, covering local politics, Boston communities, and a host of cultural issues. 
Prior to the Globe, Meghan was a journalist at The Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette 
in Indiana, The Baltimore Sun, and the Providence Journal. Meghan earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Emerson College and a master’s from Northeastern 
University. She is also a graduate of the Jeremiah E. Burke High School. 

Judi Alperin King 
Judi’s career as a psychologist at Wediko Children’s Services 
included roles as clinician, administrator, program director, 
and development officer. After 30 years working with children 
who faced serious emotional and behavioral problems, she 
turned her attention to college students. In 2014, Judi read 
an article in the New York Times entitled “Out of Foster 
Care, Into College,” and began researching programs that 
provide a range of resources to college students who are navigating school 
on their own. By founding the Wily Network in 2015, Judi set out to build a 
community that would offer wrap-around services to students from matriculation 
to graduation. Judi earned her B.A. and M.A. degrees in Psychology at Hamilton 
College and Boston College, respectively. She received her Ph.D. in Psychology 

Welcome
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“I can think of no other edifice constructed by man as altruistic as 
a lighthouse. They were built only to serve.”

— George Bernard Shaw, Playwright



from the University of Pennsylvania. Judi has three adult daughters and lives in 
Needham, Massachusetts, with her husband.

Olivia Miller 
Olivia is a 2019 Boston University graduate with a degree in 
Mathematics and Statistics, originally from the Philadelphia 
area. She was first introduced to the Wily Network going into 
her sophomore year, and was able to utilize Wily resources 
throughout her graduation and thereafter. Since her 
graduation from Boston University, she has worked for the 
Department of Defense at the Defense Logistics Agency as 

a Product Engineering Quality Assurance Specialist in Philadelphia, and currently 
works for the United States Air Force as an analyst in Hampton, VA. She has 
continued to keep close ties with her Gamma Phi Beta sorority sisters since her 
graduation and is helping advise a local sorority chapter in Richmond, VA. She 
often keeps in touch with her fellow Wily Scholars and coaches and hopes to 
continue to do so no matter where her career as a civilian in the United States  
Air Force takes her. 

Maddy Day 
Maddy has a Psychology and master’s degree in Social 
Work from the University of Washington. While pursuing 
her graduate degree, Day co-founded the University of 
Washington Champions Program, a campus support 
program for students from foster care. In 2012, she moved 
to Michigan to serve as the director of outreach and training 
for the Center for Fostering Success at Western Michigan University. In 2018, 
she transitioned to the role of Site Liaison for the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s 
Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative. Day lives in Michigan and is dedicated 
to improving the lives of young people aging out of foster care. 

Ed Hajim 
Ed is Chairman of HighVista Strategies LLC, an investment 
management firm focused on risk-managed, long-term 
investing for its clients. Ed has over 50 years of experience 
in the financial industry. Previous positions include 
Chairman and CEO of ING Aeltus Group and ING Furman 
Selz Asset Management, Co-Chairman of ING Barings, 

Speakers
Americas Region, Chairman and CEO of Furman Selz, as well as senior 
management positions with Lehman Brothers, E. F. Hutton and The Capital 
Group. He has also managed hedge funds and hedge fund companies. 

Ed is Chairman Emeritus of the Board of Trustees of the University of Rochester 
and presently serves on the Boards of the Nantucket Golf Club, where he is a 
founder, Nantucket Conservation Foundation and the Ocean Reef Foundation, 
as well as the Horatio Alger Association. He received the Horatio Alger award in 
2015. Ed is a past President of the Harvard Business School Alumni Association 
and has been actively involved in a number of charitable boards in the 
educational, medical, arts, and environmental fields. Ed holds a BS in chemical 
engineering from the University of Rochester and an MBA with distinction from 
Harvard Business School. He and his wife have been married for 55 years and 
have three children and eight grandchildren. 

Steve Pemberton
Steve’s story is about defying seemingly insurmountable 
odds to become a trail-blazing corporate executive, 
unwavering youth advocate and acclaimed speaker. His 
best-selling memoir, A Chance in the World, recounts 
his triumphant life journey and drive to become a man of 
resilience, determination and vision. Shortly thereafter his 
book became a film that further amplifies Steve’s highly motivational messages: 
Believe in your dreams, rise above obstacles, create opportunities for others, 
and most of all, persevere.

Michael Julian
Michael has spent over a decade in technology sales in 
business development in Singapore, Hong Kong, and 
Boston, at leading brands such as Oracle, Sprinklr, and 
most recently Acquia, the enterprise digital experience 
company. Michael is a graduate of Bowdoin College, 
where he double majored in American History and Africana 
Studies. He participated in theater, ran on the cross country 

and track teams, and produced and anchored the Bowdoin Cable Network 
sports television show. He is a Wily Board member serving as clerk and 
Associate Vice President of Client Development at Healthgrades. Michael grew 
up in rural Maine and now resides in Concord, Massachusetts, with his wife  
and daughter.
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“And the great thing that we can do is to shine our light in the 
world, shine it bright so that everyone can see, and give our gifts.”

— Yusef Salaam, Author and Motivational Speaker 



The Three Components of the Wily Program
From freshman orientation to college graduation, Wily aims to provide a safety 
net for Wily Scholars. We help connect Scholars to campus and outside 
resources that enable them to meet their social, emotional and financial needs. 
This support empowers Wily Scholars to keep pace with their peers as they 
navigate their college careers independently.

• Clinical Coaching
• Supplemental Financial Support
• Community Building

Be the Light

“The Wily Network makes me feel less alone at a school where  
I used to feel very alone. My Wily pack serves as a constant source 
of inspiration and support for me. It’s powerful to have solidarity 
with a group of people who understand hardship, but also 
understand that sometimes you just have to keep going, keep  
on living, keep growing.”

— Wily Scholar

Wily Shines a Light on Volunteers

Host a virtual event 
to raise awareness, create care 
packages, collect gift cards, and  
much more.

Be a gift giver  
and make a difference in a Scholar’s life 
during the holidays and birthdays.

Network with Scholars  
by providing career conversations, 
connections and professional 
networking opportunities.

To learn more about these volunteer 
opportunities, please contact us.
info@thewilynetwork.org

Wily Shines a Light on Urgent Needs

Housing (rent) $800 / month

Monthly bills $250 / month

Food security $150 / week

Mental health services $100 / week

Internet access $50 / month

“When you don’t have a stable home or family, everything feels 
impossible. You are often one step away from eviction—or one 
missed paycheck or illness away from making a 
choice between toilet paper and food. Getting into 
college is just the first step in what can seem 
like a never-ending series of hardships. Food 
and clothing and housing are just the 
minimum, and when those are difficult 
to maintain, the things students really 
need often fall by the wayside. I know 
because I lived it. The Wily Network is  
a game changer.”

— Katherine DePasquale 
Be the Light Campaign, Co-Chair

Katherine DePasquale
understands what it means to have a lighthouse in her life, and now she’s 
shining a light on Wily.

Be the Light
Join Wily in supporting Scholars as they navigate college and the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We all need lighthouses in our lives―a lighthouse to guide 
us, to truly see us and celebrate us as individuals.
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 2015 2020
Scholars 1 67 

Colleges 1 11 

Graduates 1 21

Staff 1 13

Wily Shines a Light 
on Growth
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Donate to Wily
thewilynetwork.org

1920 Centre Street, Suite 1 
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Phone: 781-355-6527

For more information email 
ashley@thewilynetwork.org

Venmo @wilynet 
or scan the QR code 

Be the 
Light
Wily has been so helpful 
as I’ve transitioned back 
to campus during the 
pandemic. During a time 
where everything is up 
in the air, Wily has been 
such a necessary beacon 
of hope and stability. The 
transition back to college 
is always difficult, but this 
year might have been 
impossible without all 
that Wily has done for me. 

 — Wily Scholar


