We are wil·y.

Smart.
Resourceful.
Connected.

2nd Annual Wily Speaker Series
AN EVENING TO LEARN AND GROW

sto·ry/'stôrē/

Everyone has a story.
What’s yours?
We support 50+ Scholars at 11 Colleges: Boston College, Boston University, Bridgewater State University, Harvard University,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Middlebury College, Northeastern University, UMass Boston, UMass Dartmouth, and
Wellesley College (as of 1/2020)

FEBRUARY 4

Wellesley College
FEATURING

James O’S. Morton, Esq.
President & CEO
YMCA of Greater Boston
PRESENTING

The 2020 Wily Pack Award
in honor of
Stevie and David Spina
SPONSORED BY

The Ilene Beal Charitable
Foundation

pro·gram /'prō' gram/

6 pm

Registration and Reception

6:45 pm Welcome
		Saffron Deasey
Wily Scholar MIT ‘20, Moderator
		
The 2020 Wily Pack Award
in honor of Stevie and
David Spina
Judi Alperin King
Founder and Executive Director
		
Presentation of Award
Kat Castañeda Macdonald
Director of Coaching
		
Acceptance of Award
Isiah Myers
Wily Scholar, Northeastern ‘20
		
Introduction of Keynote
Speaker
	Keynote Speaker
James O’S. Morton, Esq.
President and CEO
YMCA of Greater Boston
		
Closing Remarks
8 pm

Dessert

hon·or /'änər/

Isiah Myers

The 2020 Wily Pack Award

The 2020 Wily Pack Award
Recipient

Each year, we recognize a Scholar with the Wily Pack Award
in honor of a benefactor who has made a significant impact on
our program. The Pack Award is given to a Wily Scholar who
has embraced all that the Wily Network offers, making the
most of the resources and opportunities available. Awardees
engage in their college community fully to prepare for postcollege life.

“We were
immediately
energized with
Wily’s concept of
assisting college
students who
are on their own.
College success
requires support
and coaching.

The 2020 Wily Pack Award is presented in honor
of Stevie and David Spina, who joined our pack in
a most unexpected fashion. They read about us in
the Boston Herald and called to say “what can we
do?” They are open to having genuine conversations,
willing to teach us the lessons we need to learn and
trust us to implement the program faithfully. We call
them designer benefactors. It is in their honor that
we celebrate this year’s Wily Pack Award recipient,
Isiah Myers.

The Wily Network is designed to help the
students feel cared for and supported and we
wanted to support “The Pack”. We believe
the Wily leadership team is working effectively
with both students and colleges to make the
college experience successful, academically
and personally.”
Stevie and David Spina

Isiah is the person you
hope to sit next to in
class. He leads with
kindness; his welcoming
smile and openness
to each person he
encounters will take
him far in life. He is a
contributor, participant,
observer and influencer.
Isiah’s desire to make a
positive impact on the
world inspires us all to
do better. His intellectual
talents have set him
up to continue to learn
throughout his life.
Isiah is a senior at
Northeastern University, majoring in
Political Science. He plans to work in the
area of social justice when he graduates
in May.

speak·er /'spēkər/

spon·sor /'spänsər/
James O’Shanna Morton, Esq.
President & CEO, YMCA of Greater Boston

Thank you to the Ilene Beal Charitable Foundation for sponsoring
the 2nd Annual Wily Speaker Series.

James O’Shanna Morton’s story is one of beating the odds through sheer determination and
giving back by serving others. His personal experiences, shared by many of the children
and young adults he works with today, inspired his career in servant leadership and his
dedication to fighting systemic injustices.
Originally from Wisconsin, Morton was born to an English-Irish mother and AfricanAmerican father. The family struggled financially, but when Morton’s father was incarcerated
after a racially charged altercation with the police, the situation worsened. His family moved
frequently, barely getting by and often relying on welfare.
Morton credits three adults with helping to shift his life trajectory: a teacher, an employer,
and a coach. “I would either be dead or in prison if it weren’t for the three people who
intervened in my life and shared with me that they thought that I had a future.” Their love
and encouragement helped Morton persevere and succeed.
Morton went on to receive a BA from the University of Wisconsin and a Juris Doctorate from
Northeastern University. He practiced law for 18 years, taught high school, and continued
his service-driven career at the YMCA. He has served at the Hartford and Springfield
YMCAs and began his current role as President and CEO of the YMCA of Greater Boston in
2015. The YMCA of Greater Boston is one of Massachusetts leading nonprofits, committed
to strengthening communities through youth development, healthy living and social
responsibility.

Ilene Beal was a female pioneer who achieved great
“I was raised to believe I could
professional success and had a major impact in the
do anything. If I broke a toy, I learned
Boston banking world beginning in 1970 through
how to fix it.”
1999. She spent the bulk of her professional career
with BayBanks, rising through the ranks to become
an Executive Vice President and the Chairman’s right hand. Pioneering a path up the corporate ladder
for women in the 1970s, Ilene Beal made it to the top executive tiers in New England banking while
mentoring business associates and undergraduates from her alma mater, Wellesley College.
Ilene was a dedicated and meticulous professional with a big heart who did everything she
could to support, mentor, and encourage other women to follow their dreams and passions, and
never feel limited by other people’s views about women’s roles. She often said women can and
should do whatever they want professionally. “I was raised to believe I could do anything. If I
broke a toy, I learned how to fix it.”
Ilene died at the age of 69 on August 1, 2015 after a long and valiant battle against cancer. Her
legacy lives on through her friends and colleagues, and the work of the Ilene Beal Charitable
Foundation.

“I would either be dead or in prison if it weren’t for the three people who
intervened in my life and shared with me that they thought that I had a future.”

THE ILENE BEAL CHARITABLE
FOUNDATION

mis·sion /'miSHən/

OURMISSION
Wily Scholars are promising
students who are experiencing
life challenges such as homelessness or foster care, or whose
parents may be dealing with
addiction, mental health issues,
or incarceration.

I am Wily
because I am resilient
and determined to
graduate from college,
with the support
of my pack.
—Chantel

• To ensure our Scholars have the
tools and networks necessary
to thrive in four-year residential
colleges.
• To empower our Scholars to
transition successfully into
post-college life and become
vibrant members of their
communities.
The Wily Network provides
a critical safety net for these
Scholars as they navigate college
on their own. The Wily program
offers weekly clinical coaching,
financial assistance, communitybuilding support, and networking
opportunities to help them move
from surviving to thriving.
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BOARDOFDIRECTORS
Don Bramley
Katie Bramley, Chair
Tara Hendricks
Allison Hirsch, Treasurer
Michael Julian, Clerk
Judi Alperin King
Zach Martin

Thank You to Our Sponsors

thewilynetwork.org
781-355-6527
Follow us on Facebook
and Instagram

The Ilene Beal Charitable
Foundation
Wellesley College
Jorge Ordóñez Selections
Lavender Florist
Night Shift Brewing
The Soul Project

Sara Miller
Kim Pappas
Sharisse Cail Perry
Chantel Riendeau
Scholar Representative
Judi Rosensweig
Andrew Rudzinski
Jennifer Shoen
Scott Steele
Mike Virginio, Board Fellow
Leann Walsh

HONORARYBOARD
David Spina
Stevie Spina
Robin Wolpow

THE ILENE BEAL CHARITABLE
FOUNDATION
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